EDITOR'S NOTE

Opportunity before regret

Go ahead. Count the number of times we write about Herb
MNorwegian and the Deh Cho Fiest Mations in this issue. You
better have a lot of fingers to tally it on. It seems like it's im-
passible to talk about the Mackenzie Gas Project right now
without also talking about the Deh Cho. And it makes sense.

Factsare facts: a significant portion of a Mackenzic Valley
pipeline will travel through the Deh Cho's territory, And, as
such, the Deh Cho deserves a significant say in how the proj-
ect will proceed. But it has to act guick,

Al the recent Resource Expo 04 conference in Vancouver,
there was a lot of talk about this sort of situation: Canada 15
in the midst of a resource boom. Global marketsare hot, and with continued rapid
growth in mackets like India and China, demand for Canadian steel, lember, en-
ergy and more, will only continue to soar. With many of these resources found on
lanid under claim or cantrol by aboriginal groups, ome conference attenides put it
to me: “Aboriginal people are in the best position they've been in since the Euaro-
peans arrived.”

With First Mations' living conditions and quality of life ranked 63rd in the worid
- putting them on par with Third World nations - there are certainly objections that
can be raised to this statement. But [ believe that what my acguaintance meant was
that, for the first time since settlers arrived, aboriginal peaple are In a position ol op-
porturity,

The conference was well attended by aboriginal groups across Canada partici-
pating in their resource cconomies. They are forming joint ventures. They are cre-
aling new companies. They provide jobsand training and hope for people in com-
munities where abject poverty is often the norm. Opportunity is rampant in these
communities, and the leaders ame capitalizing on it

I'he leadership of the Leh Cho First Mation (BCEM) should take note: The
pipetine holds more than just natural gas-it holds promise. But before the DCFN can
resich that promise, its leaderships savs it needs 1o settle its land clatn. Is this true?

Toan extent it is. But the DCFN must also learn that il needs Lo separate business
from palitics, Right now 8 the fime of opportunity 1o form Lthe joint ventures that
will build the pipeline, erect the canstruction.camps, feed the workers, and so forth,
The DCIN cannot wait until its political situation is resolved. [t must act now to
capitalize on the business prospects the pipeline holds, Otherwise it will be left
holding a settled land claim —and watching as benelits pass it by at 1.2 billion cubic
feet per dav,

Va4

Jake Kennedy, Editoe

FAR NORTH

OIL&GAS

NTALUAE & + NUIRISER 4 - FALL 2904

Marfon LaVigne, Publishar

Jake Kennedy, Editor

Darren Campbell, Managing Edilor
Tara Fraser, Associate Editor

John Pekeisky, Art Director
Wanda Brine, Circulation

Kathy Gray, Advertising Manager

Mildred Rivera, Advertising Sales
Tel: 867-920-4343
Fax: 867-873-2844

Far North 0ii & Gas is published four times
per year by Up Here Publishing Lid. in
Yelowknife, Northwest Territories,
Canada. Contents copyright 2004 by

Up Here Publishing Ltd. Reproduction in
any form is forbidden without written
consent of the copyright owner.

Far North 0l & Gas ks mailed under
Publications Mail Agreement No.
40045058, Postage paid in Edmonton,
Alberta. Date of issue Fall 2004,
RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN
ADDRESSES TO CIRGULATION DEPT
PO BOX 1350

YELLOWKMNIFE NT X1A 2N8

Email; wanda@uphere.ca

ISSN NO. 0828-4253. Registered with the
National Library of Canada. Indexed in
Canadian Periodical Index, Available
on-fine in Canadian Business &

Current Affairs Database.

Customer Service: Subscriptions are
$26.95 per year in Canada, $32.95 per
year in the United States and $36.95 per
year for other intemational ordars. (Prices
in Canadian funds.) Single copy price is
$6.95 in Canada. VISA or Mastercard
accepted. Send your name, address and
payment 1o:

Far Morth 0il & Gas

Sulte 800 4820 52nd Street
Yellowknife, NT X1A 371, Canada

Phx {B67) 920-4343 Fax: (B67) 873-2844
Toll-free in Canada; 1-800-661-0861

Printed in Canada

EEE

B AL
Canadian Magazine

FPublishers Association

OIL & GAS FALL 2004 5




