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ABORIGINAL

CHIEES
PITCH

BENING - CP.
suts and sk ties of Canpda’™s busi-

Calvin Héhim stood put in

Amid the well-wilored
fess elite,
has fanmuly’s red and black tradimonal
fole,

The president of the Natve Invest-
ment Assocustion and 235 First Na-
tons chaels and representatives were
on & historie: 1 2-day trade mission 1o
China.

Thev jomned forces with four provin-
cial premiers and more than 100 Ca-
nadian business people who were on
their pwmn trade missions in China, and
tuppud it the seminars ang meetings
the politicians had arrange® td drum
up business, capital and investment. h
suited the abonginal leaders perfectly
sinee their atm is o find partners and
experiise to help L'IF‘:-L"H]_'.I natural re-
source-hased industries on therr newly
claimed lands.

Chief Glenn Hudson of Manitoha's

Peguis Indian Band. snid that coming

o China s “an imipertant step for us

i moving forward. Our future s ot
only an Canada. but partnering with
other countnes

*We have hupe racts of land thatare
rch in nawral resources and ripe tor
development. but there is 4 need foc
infrastructure.” Helin told an audience

of Chingse businessmen. “Our lands

are full of ail, full of diamonds, full of

iron ore

Pitching their wares on the waorld
stage 15 new to most of the aboriginal
leaders, but they™ve honed their mes-
sage 10 appeal 10 the resource-hungry
Chinese. The sweetener in every desl,
Hehin sard. 1s “direct access to our nat-
ural resources.”

“The biggest source for uncertamnty
for developing natural ‘resources in
Canada 1s aborigingl land claims,” he
told them. “If aboriginal people arc
vour partners. that uncertainty disap-
pears
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Cheel Glenn Hudson of Manioba's
Hand 1s
the aborrgimal delegaton His band hus
recently gotten hack: land in southeast-

Peguis Indun a member ol

ern Manitoba that has SO0, cubie
metres of hardwood ready w0 exploit,
plus o cash senlement of 564 million.
Another 31 26-mullion settlement is ex-
pected soon

Hudson sawd his hand, plus |3 others,
had lined up a LIS investor to help il
burld a 8280-million plant 10 develop
its tespitrees, but the downturn in the
gconomy scotched the deal, Some 800
expected jobs went down with it, but
not the dream

“We are looking at trving to find a wuy
o utilize this woeod sapply and that is
the reason why we are here”

"We're looking for o new inyestor,”
b said.

Hudson said coming to China wias i
important step for us in moving for-
ward, Our future s ot only m Candda,

Nhoriemal Busimes:




china

but partnering with other countries.”

The premicrs” delegution is peppered
with some of the most famous com-
pantes in Canada - SNC Lavalin, LT
Irving Ltd., Pratt & Whitney Canada
and Bombardier Aeronautique - and
has pulling  power
with Chiness
nesses tht the ab-

=,

isi-

Mis&10T
possibly
match,  But  whit
it ocould do when
i piggybacked on
WS

orrezmal
cauldn’

the contacts
to standoul e the
cronwd; and 1t did.

Helin's  presenta-
tion hegan with a
traditionul  natve
prayver and drew on
the shared aborigi-
nul-Chinese experi-
EICe,

“It 15 more than
DA thal connects
us owith China,™ he
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said, ~11 15 also our practices.”

e 1alked abow how the ahorgimal
experience of vinme over HLOOG vears
in one place mirrored the Chinese and
[ they shared a common respect for
elders and tradition.
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But Helin s a
lavwyer and also a
advocate
ol aboriginal eco-
nomic.  develop-
ment, and talk of
quickly
to the

strong

st

future

“Chuar aim is o L
ourselves  up in
the same way we
have heard Ching
has  done in the
past few vears,” he
said.

“We are here to do
business.”

Pl aheve: the xiening

Pirewter helow,
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