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Future vision: Calvin Helin's finance and legal savvy
has made him a standard-bearer for aboriginal
business in the new millennium--11
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Helin was chosen to do the legal work in
setting up the fund, then joined the manage-
ment board,

As 3 result of & marketing launch started a
few months ago, many native bands across
Canada are deciding to place investments that
could be collectivedy worth “a couple hundred
million dollars,” Muxlow sald, Helin and
Hansberger were recently in Toronto pitching
the fund to members of the Assembly of First
Nations.

Hansberger has worked with native groups
in the U5, many of which — like the Chero-
kees — makntain big investments, he said, But
nothing in the U5, compares to what Cana-
dian abariginals are doing.

“American Indians have no common voice
in Congress. Calvin recognizes the value of
developing a single voice,” said Hansherger.

Hetin was nominated this year by
Swinton & Co. associate Mari Wor-
folk as a candidate for an Entrepre-
neur of the Year award, He was also chosen
as a top 40 Under 40 entrepreneur by Busi-
ness i Viarcouver,

His efforts tend to be more admired by peo-
ple cutside his own community than within,
abserved Millbank.

About the time Helin was finishing high
school he went up to Fort Simpson to “lead
the charge against Dome Petroleun,” which
was going to set up a plant considered too
risky for a more heavily populated area such
as Prince Rupert and which would provide no
employment benefits to Port Simpson's native
community, sald Millbank.

Helin thwarted Dome's effort.

And five years ago, Helln warked to geta
coliapsed fish canning and freezing business
up and running again. 1t has since ceased
operations once maore.

"He's done a bot of things for Port Simpson
and he's not loved for it,” said Millbank,
“There's a lot of jealousy in the native com-
miurity.

"What Calvin preaches, they don't want to
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hear — that you take life into your own
hands and don't wait for people to feed you,”
sald Millbank.

“I think he's going to be a prophet without
honcus in his own land. But he might end up
wealthy as a consolation.”

Millbank warned Helin as a bov that by
leaving the community and opting for more
opportunities, “you're going to lose a lot of
your Indian culture, [t% inevitable and it's
Eaing to hoart."

“ Helin said he and his wife Vernita of the
Ml'akpmx people in Merritt try to teach their
four children as much native culture as they
can. But “I'm a pretty multicultural type of
persan mysell,” he admitted. He's grown up
with the Chinese influence of Millbank's wife,
Fong. He is devoted to Japanese martial arts,
He's built a gym In his Richmond home
where he can practise.

Though his mother taught the hereditary
language in the schools, Helin said, *1 can
speak more Chinese and Japaness than | can
my own language. Te tell you the truth it's a
really odd simation.”

He did not grow up knowing the tradition-
al songs and dances of his people: “I'm trying
to learn as much as [ can, but it's a real uphill

And Helin still has not been given an abo-
riginal name,

"My dad’s mame s thousands of years abd.
That name, passed on from person to person,
is & highly prized pisce of property. He had 1o
act in @ way that would not dishonour that
narme,” he sald,

Helin Is in the process of changing affilia-
tion fram his mother's tribe [under the matr-
lineal systemn] to his father’s,

“When I'm adopted into my dad's tribe,
| might receive a traditional name at that
time,

"My father's name goes on to his oldes
nephew who becomes the chief, I'm the
youngest son and 1 have two older brothers,
50 my status is pretty low on the totem
pole,” Helin says, “1 will never get a real high
status name. [ don’t fall anywhere in the tra-
ditional systemn.“#



